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Bagiiring in 15h6, Horth Korean fishormen were hired by th: Sovists to “Sork
:&i’l’lﬁi«.xo Anmoundensnte wer: made in villsces throughiut the counfry abd

m #ta cane Yo recruit fishermes, Thosa reeruited wers ‘ent to Chong3in
{129-):9, W1-h6}, wiere they were piven a physiecal examins.ion at the smgj‘m
I‘curdr’yg A questicaneire was f£il° ed out in which the voluiteer gave his n nabs,
date, permanent adiress, present address,and family, The doctor ente?%a

{the form tho results of his exenination, which was supex“‘icial in all*”

e

(respacts oxecept lu choeling for vonereal dweasen' _ ) i

The recyuite wers then given hoat txclxem, and conbracts to s:i.gnq The contract
wae sight inches by elgm, inches, lad no uignatures or chops, and was writien

in Eorsan as follows:
Lebor Contract for Sakhalin

Fishing Platt
Photo

ngistemd domiciles . Yoo
Presant zidress:

Kam@s Apes

%o The vorker will recelve a daily rabion of 750 foeds. (sic)

2, The existing Soviet labor law will ‘e applied for labor hours ond
wedical treatoent.

3. The worker will be paid Pive rubles .. day, beginning from the date of
thie conbreat,

L. The sontract will explre two years afler the date of signing.

5. The term of the contract will be exterded if deemed necessary Ef tha
cuthorities.

6o _An advance of 50 kilograms of rics, 4,000 lorth Korcan won, one suil of
cotion v#r,rk clothes, and one pair of leather siwes will be rmads o the
worker bafore dwpd.rtm'c {roin Rores, bub will be deducted fron wages in
..ek}xal.mg
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¢ glse given 2 contract in Mussian signed by some Soviet official.

The %rip fron Chongjin to Otemari (Korsakov) (1h2-47, L6-37) took about six doys.
At Obtonari custous officinls took avay all nersonal belongings, espeetally paper-

and chec’~ed the contrr~bs thorouchly. v ©
v : 1 - . . < . L
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Aftor early 19L8 there was no rationing on Sakhalin, Since almost everybling
gould be purchased at govermment stores, therc was no private business or black
market, Only Soviet snips visited the sorts to bring rice, salt, flour, sugar,
canned foods snd clothing, and load dried and salted fish for Viadivostok. Thezs
were siortares in bhe stores of potatmes and vesehables, but these could be
marchaged from the local inbabitants at two to thres ti: es the governmant price.
Often fishermen prew thoir own potatoes, radishes, barley, cabbage,and oniona,
Alhioush bhere were no restanrants, tlhere vere government-owmed stores where wine
anl vodka couvld be boupht and consumed. Representaiive government prices in
tebober 1949 were as followss

17.50 rubles

8,50 rubles
heaf 1 22,50 rubles
nork L 25,00 rubles
potatoss 1 kg 2,00 rubles
socka 1 pair 5400 rubles

rice 1
lowr 1

E&EER

25X6 sioes 1 pair 100,00 rubles

eve (lasses 1 pair 200,00 rubles

La

8.

Althouph many of the fisherumn had left Korea to escape the hardshins of the
Commmnish regine, they were nob politically minded. There was no friction between
the Korcans and the Soviets, bepzuse the Koresms generally dealt through their
inberpreter.

Controle on Sokhalin mere not very strict. Travel could not be undertaken except
on Gundays, when Tishersen often travelsd from laoka to lonbe witiout neraits.
fne fisherman wens bto a bospital at Toychara (YuszhnooSakholinek) (1L2<lil, L6=57)
with a pass issued by his superiors, hen ldentification was required, the
aontract was sufficiant, There was no curfew on the island; however, Korcans in
Obomari did not ;o oub ab nignt because of robbers, The flsherman who workesd

in “facka used to o walking freely at mighte

T Otonard bhere wers 7,000 Koreans out of a tetal populabion of 20,000. About
neven ships visited the sorbt each ronthe There were three hotels»ior Korcans,
thres ohoto shops, tihree or four radio repair shops, three liguor stores and

20 stabe-cwned conmissaries. About 70 percent of the Korcans hers were engaged
jn fishing, 20 percent in work at the railroad earrying lurber, eight peycent

in shipning, and the rest as barbers, photographers.and hotel nanmapers. Although
there wos no rabioning, each custouer was limived to {ive kilos on sach purchase;
bub he eould reburn several tines during one day, A small il which was shoub
half a mile northvest of the nain street, was a restricted zons  (Ses Attachnent
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hewuarn also uorked ab Iohinosang, vhore the laher contract khad to b wned

3 to enter the Cishing factory, ishing boats were ciecked in and oul
Sevicts. Thore were about 200 Soviets and their familles and 107 Koreens

Ap fmyilies at Ichinosang, Three fishoroen ran away ho anpther ares where

= mgler and were nob ecaughte This often happened and the punishnentsg, if

. Werc not severe, An unarmed Soviel couple couarded the factory from 10 2..
aibil O a.re The Cactory Lad Soviets as manaper, assistant manager, two secrebaries,
sl ehief of the lobor denurtnent., The laber supcrvisor and Korcan iaterpretex

s (1 Yunpesup (é}_“,{‘;{i Yo

¥

i, About 1,000 Korcuns worked ab lonto. A 5,000-ton Sovict shin viasited the port
25X6 tiea 2 nonth bringing supnlics. The [ishormen worked from 8 ade wnitil S polio
amel 2ad a radio in tleir dornitory.

12 vis fishorman vas transferred to Ilacka as a carrier in the pulp nill.
shnt tory was gurrounded by an eiriit=foot well and had aried guards.  Pagsed
vere chocked ot the jabe, and all the laborers over 16 had identifiecation cards,
bub shey were rovely used. The workers bousliv a radio collcchively and wore

4 bo lisben to Scuth Korean broadeustss  On the 1AL near the pulp fsctery
were B0 puns and 500 soldiers.

13, Uost of bhe Koresn Tishermen were able to save sone money during their twosrcar
eoaracth seviod. Soue of tien sent letiers to Lorca, but there was no nsil
sorimiza Lo lanciuria. Ievters cosh 5 rubleg for nostage and hmd to be read by
the i b ol

“he Derors cordng hack to FKored, faborers were subjected to the same thorough custons

oheek they had o rienred on enbering 1o USSR, and money was chanjed st tie
pate »f I Jlorth Lorcan won for ofic Tubids
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